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Begin Here

A 7-day devotional journey for Christian educators,
focusing on teaching as unto the Lord, character,
wisdom, compassion, clarity, faithfulness, and Christ-
centered purpose.

Welcome to this 7-day journey designed specifically for you,
Christian educator. Each day we will explore a biblical
foundation for your calling, reflect on its implications for your
classroom, and engage in a practical step to help you teach
with purpose. As we begin, let Colossians 3:23-24 anchor our
hearts: 'And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord,
and not unto men; Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive
the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.' May
this week renew your vision and strengthen your resolve to
teach as unto the Lord.



TEACHING

The Foundation: Teaching as unto
the Lord

Colossians 3:23-24

“And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not
unto men; Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward
of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.”

Every teacher knows the weight of the classroom: the lesson
plans, the grading, the endless meetings, the diverse needs of
students. It is easy to feel that your labor is merely human—
evaluated by test scores, observed by administrators, and
sometimes unappreciated by parents. But Paul’s words to the
Colossians lift your eyes from the earthly audience to the
heavenly one. You are not ultimately serving a school board or
a curriculum standard; you are serving the Lord Christ. This
truth transforms the mundane and the challenging alike. When
you prepare a lesson, you are preparing an offering. When you
correct a paper, you are doing it for an audience of One. When
you show patience to a difficult student, you are expressing
worship. This does not mean ignoring professional excellence;
rather, it infuses your work with eternal significance. The
phrase 'do it heartily' suggests wholeheartedness, not grudging
duty. You are invited to teach with enthusiasm and joy because
your true employer is Christ Himself. He sees every effort,
every prayer whispered over a student, every act of kindness.
And He promises a reward—not necessarily in this life, but an
inheritance that is imperishable. This foundation changes not
only what you do but who you are becoming. As you abide in



Christ, your teaching flows from His grace, and your identity is
secure in Him, not in your performance.

Put It Into Practice

Write Colossians 3:23 on an index card and place it on
your desk or computer monitor. Before each class or work
session, read it aloud as a prayer, dedicating your work to
the Lord.

Reflect & Talk Together

1. How does viewing your teaching as service to Christ
change your attitude toward difficult tasks?

2. What is one area of your work where you tend to seek
human approval more than God's?

3. How can you remind yourself daily that your labor in
the Lord is not in vain?

Prayer

Lord Jesus, I confess that I often teach for the approval of
others. Forgive me and help me to see that I serve You in
every task. Fill me with wholeheartedness and joy,
knowing that You are my true audience. Amen.



TEACHING

Character: The Teacher's Greatest
Curriculum

Proverbs 4:23

“Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of
life.”

Students may forget a particular math formula or a historical
date, but they will remember your character. They are watching
how you handle stress, how you respond to mistakes, and how
you treat the marginalized. Solomon’s counsel to 'keep thy
heart with all diligence' is a call to guard your inner life, for your
heart is the wellspring of your words and actions. As an
educator, you pour out constantly—knowledge, patience,
encouragement. But what happens when the well runs dry?
You cannot give what you do not possess. If your heart is not
rooted in Christ, you will eventually run on empty, and your
students will sense it. Conversely, when you abide in Christ,
your heart overflows with His love, and your teaching becomes
an outpouring of His grace. Guarding your heart involves
intentional practices: daily time in Scripture, prayer,
accountability, and rest. It also means being honest about your
struggles and seeking help when needed. Your character is not
formed in isolation but in community and through the Holy
Spirit’s work. As you yield your heart to God, He shapes you
into the kind of teacher who reflects Christ—not perfectly, but
authentically. Remember, you are not just teaching content;
you are teaching from your life. Let your life be a curriculum of
grace.



Put It Into Practice

Set aside 10 minutes each day this week for silent
reflection and prayer, asking God to reveal any area of
your heart that needs His transforming grace. Journal
what He shows you.

Reflect & Talk Together

1. What are the 'issues' (words, actions, attitudes) that
flow from your heart in the classroom?

2. In what ways do you need to guard your heart against
discouragement, pride, or cynicism?

3. How can you create space for God to shape your
character this week?

Prayer

Father, I ask You to search my heart and reveal any
impure motives or attitudes. Help me to guard my heart
diligently, so that my life and teaching may be a source of
life to my students. Shape me into the likeness of Christ.
Amen.



TEACHING

Wisdom: Teaching with Heavenly
Insight

James 3:17

“But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and
good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.”

Every day you make countless decisions: how to explain a
concept, how to handle a disruption, how to respond to a
parent’s concern. You need wisdom—not just knowledge, but
the ability to apply truth to life. James contrasts earthly
wisdom, which is marked by envy and selfish ambition, with
heavenly wisdom, which is pure, peaceable, gentle, open to
reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial, and sincere.
This wisdom is a gift from God, available to all who ask in faith
(James 1:5). As a Christian educator, you have access to a
wisdom that transcends educational theory. It begins with the
fear of the Lord (Proverbs 9:10) and is cultivated through
Scripture, prayer, and the counsel of godly mentors. In the
classroom, heavenly wisdom helps you discern the root of a
student’s behavior, choose words that build up rather than tear
down, and create an environment of peace and respect. It
enables you to be firm yet gentle, just yet merciful. This
wisdom is not about having all the answers but about
depending on the One who does. When you face a dilemma,
you can pause and pray, asking for wisdom from above. As you
do, you model for your students what it means to seek God’s
guidance in every aspect of life. Let your teaching be marked



by this heavenly wisdom, and you will not only educate minds
but also nurture hearts.

Put It Into Practice

Before making any significant decision this week, pause
and pray James 1:5, asking God for wisdom. Write down
any insights or promptings you receive.

Reflect & Talk Together

1. Think of a recent difficult situation in your teaching.
How might heavenly wisdom have changed your
response?

2. What are some practical ways to cultivate wisdom from
above in your daily routine?

3. How can you demonstrate gentleness and mercy while
maintaining appropriate boundaries?

Prayer

Lord, I need Your wisdom daily. Grant me wisdom that is
pure, peaceable, gentle, and full of mercy. Help me to be
impartial and sincere in all my interactions. I ask in faith,
believing You will give generously. Amen.



TEACHING

Compassion: Seeing Students
Through Christ's Eyes

Matthew 9:36

“But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with
compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered
abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.”

Jesus looked at the crowds and saw more than a mass of
people; He saw individuals who were harassed and helpless,
like sheep without a shepherd. His heart was moved with
compassion. As an educator, you are surrounded by a
multitude of students, each with their own struggles, fears, and
hopes. Some come to class hungry, some are dealing with
family turmoil, some are wrestling with identity, and some are
simply weary. It is easy to become overwhelmed by the sheer
number of needs, but Jesus shows us that true compassion
begins with seeing. He took time to notice, to feel, and to act.
You are not called to be a savior, but you are called to be a
channel of Christ’s compassion. This means pausing to truly
see your students—not just their grades or behavior, but their
hearts. It means listening when they share, offering a word of
encouragement, and praying for them by name. Compassion
also involves setting appropriate boundaries and seeking help
for students who need more than you can give. When you are
tired and your patience runs thin, remember that Christ’s
compassion for you is renewed every morning. As you abide in
His love, He fills you with His heart for your students. Let His



compassion flow through you, and you will create a classroom
where students feel valued and seen.

Put It Into Practice

Choose one student who is struggling or difficult to love.
Pray for them by name each day this week, asking God to
show you how to demonstrate compassion to them in a
practical way.

Reflect & Talk Together

1. What are some of the hidden struggles your students
might be facing?

2. How can you show compassion without enabling or
compromising standards?

3. In what ways have you experienced Christ's
compassion that you can extend to others?

Prayer

Jesus, You were moved with compassion for the crowds.
Give me Your eyes to see my students as individuals with
needs. Fill my heart with Your love, and help me to show
compassion in practical ways. Amen.



TEACHING

Clarity: Communicating Truth with
Grace

Colossians 4:6

“Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that
ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.”

Effective teaching requires clear communication, but as a
Christian educator, your speech should also be marked by
grace and seasoned with salt. Paul’s instruction to the
Colossians is about more than just being polite; it is about
speaking in a way that preserves truth and enhances
understanding. Salt in the ancient world was a preservative
and a flavor enhancer. Your words, then, should preserve truth
and make it palatable. This means you are called to
communicate with clarity, but also with kindness and respect.
In the classroom, this translates into explaining concepts in
ways that are accessible, answering questions with patience,
and correcting errors without belittling. It also means being
mindful of your tone, body language, and choice of words.
Grace-filled speech is not weak or vague; it is honest and
loving. When you speak the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15), you
create an environment where students feel safe to ask
questions and make mistakes. You also model for them how to
engage in respectful dialogue, even when there is
disagreement. As you depend on the Holy Spirit, He will help
you know how to answer each person appropriately. Whether
you are teaching a complex subject or having a difficult
conversation with a parent, let your speech be always with



grace, seasoned with salt, so that your students may taste and
see that the Lord is good.

Put It Into Practice

Before responding to a challenging question or situation
this week, take a deep breath and silently pray, 'Lord, give
me words of grace and truth.' Then speak.

Reflect & Talk Together

1. Think of a recent conversation where your words were
not seasoned with grace. What could you have done
differently?

2. How can you communicate truth clearly without being
harsh?

3. What practical steps can you take to make your
classroom a place of gracious dialogue?

Prayer

Lord, help me to speak with grace and truth. Season my
words with salt, so that they may preserve and enhance.
Give me wisdom to know how to answer each student and
colleague. May my speech always reflect Your love.
Amen.



TEACHING

Faithfulness: Persevering in the
Long Haul

Galatians 6:9

“And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we
shall reap, if we faint not.”

Teaching is a marathon, not a sprint. There are seasons of
fruitfulness and seasons of drought. You may pour into
students and never see the results. You may face burnout,
discouragement, and the temptation to give up. Paul’s
exhortation to the Galatians is a timely reminder: do not grow
weary in doing good. The promise is that in due season you
will reap a harvest if you do not give up. This harvest may not
come in your lifetime; it may be years before a student returns
to thank you or shows evidence of the seeds you planted. But
God is faithful, and He sees your labor. Perseverance is not
about gritting your teeth and pushing through in your own
strength; it is about abiding in Christ, who renews your strength
(Isaiah 40:31). When you are weary, you can come to Him for
rest (Matthew 11:28). He is the One who sustains you and
gives you joy in the midst of difficulty. Faithfulness also means
being consistent in the small things—showing up, preparing
lessons, caring for students—even when it feels thankless.
Remember that your ultimate reward is not in earthly
recognition but in the Lord’s approval. As you fix your eyes on
Jesus, the author and perfecter of your faith (Hebrews 12:2),
you will find the strength to continue. Do not lose heart; your
labor in the Lord is not in vain (1 Corinthians 15:58).



Put It Into Practice

Identify one area of your teaching where you feel weary or
discouraged. Write a prayer of commitment, asking God
to renew your strength and help you persevere. Keep it in
a visible place.

Reflect & Talk Together

1. What are the specific challenges that cause you to feel
weary in your teaching?

2. How can you find rest and renewal in Christ during
demanding seasons?

3. What is one small act of faithfulness you can commit to
this week, even if it goes unnoticed?

Prayer

Father, I confess that I sometimes grow weary in doing
good. Renew my strength and help me to persevere.
Remind me that my labor in You is not in vain. Give me
eyes to see the eternal significance of my work. Amen.



TEACHING

Christ-Centered Purpose: The
Ultimate Goal

1 Corinthians 10:31

“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do
all to the glory of God.”

What is the ultimate purpose of your teaching? Is it to impart
knowledge, to shape character, to prepare students for
careers? While these are noble goals, the apostle Paul
elevates our vision: whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
This means that your teaching is not ultimately about you or
your students; it is about God. You are a steward of the gifts
and opportunities He has given you, and you are called to use
them to make Him known. This does not mean that every
lesson must be overtly religious, but it does mean that your life
and work should reflect the character of Christ. When you
teach with excellence, you honor God. When you love your
students, you reflect His love. When you handle difficulties with
grace, you point to Him. Your classroom can be a place where
God is glorified, not only through what you say but through who
you are. As you abide in Christ, your teaching becomes an act
of worship. You are not just a teacher; you are an ambassador
of the King. This perspective gives you purpose and hope,
even on the hardest days. You are part of God’s redemptive
work in the lives of your students. So, whether you are
lecturing, grading, or having a casual conversation, do it all for
the glory of God. Let your life be a living sacrifice, holy and
pleasing to Him (Romans 12:1).



Put It Into Practice

Write a personal mission statement for your teaching,
focusing on how you can glorify God in your specific role.
Place it where you will see it daily and let it guide your
decisions.

Reflect & Talk Together

1. How does the goal of glorifying God change the way
you view your daily tasks?

2. In what areas of your teaching do you tend to seek
your own glory rather than God's?

3. What would it look like for your classroom to be a place
where God is glorified?

Prayer

Lord, I dedicate my teaching to You. Help me to do all
things for Your glory, not my own. May my life and work
reflect Your love and truth. Use me as an instrument of
Your grace in the lives of my students. Amen.



Continue Abiding
As you complete this 7-day journey, remember that teaching
with purpose is not about perfection but about abiding in Christ.
He is the One who called you, equips you, and sustains you.
Continue to seek Him daily, draw strength from His Word, and
rely on the Holy Spirit. Your labor in the Lord is not in vain. May
you teach with character, wisdom, compassion, clarity, and
Christ-centered purpose, all for His glory. Go in grace, and may
the Lord bless you and your students abundantly.
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