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Begin Here

A six-session reflection guide for Christian educators to
connect biblical principles with their teaching practice,
focusing on calling, heart, wisdom, relationships,
community, and perseverance.

Teaching is more than a profession; it is a calling. As Christian
educators, you stand in a long line of faithful teachers who
have shaped minds and hearts for God's glory. This guide
invites you to pause, reflect, and reconnect your daily work
with biblical purpose. Over six sessions, you will explore how
Scripture informs your role, your relationships, and your
practice. Each session includes Scripture, teaching, reflection
questions, and a concrete practice to help you abide in Christ
as you serve your students. May this resource encourage you
to see your classroom as a place of formation, where grace
and truth meet.



BIBLICAL FOUNDATION

The Call to Teach

Proverbs 22:6

“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old,
he will not depart from it.”

This familiar verse is often quoted as a promise, but it is better
understood as a principle of faithful investment. The Hebrew
word for 'train' carries the idea of dedicating or initiating, much
like the dedication of a house or the priming of a palate. It
suggests a deliberate, ongoing shaping that recognizes each
child's unique bent. As an educator, you are not merely
transferring information; you are participating in the formation
of a human being. This is a sacred trust. The verse does not
guarantee a specific outcome, but it assures us that seeds
planted in faithfulness have lasting power. Your teaching is an
act of worship when offered to God. You are not alone in this
task; the Holy Spirit works through your words, your example,
and your prayers. Even when results seem invisible, God is at
work. This session calls you to recommit to your vocation as a
divine calling, not just a job. Reflect on the students you teach:
each one is made in God's image, with a purpose. Your role is
to help them discover and grow into that purpose, pointing
them ultimately to Christ, the source of all wisdom.



Put It Into Practice

Write a one-paragraph 'teaching mission statement' that
begins with 'l teach because..." and incorporates the idea
of training a child in the way they should go. Keep it
visible in your planning area this week.

Reflect & Talk Together

1. How does viewing teaching as a calling rather than a
job change your daily approach?

2. In what ways can you intentionally ‘train up' each
student according to their unique bent?

3. What fears or frustrations hinder you from seeing your
classroom as a place of formation?

Prayer

Lord, thank You for calling me to teach. Help me to see
each student as Your image-bearer and to invest faithfully
in their formation. Give me wisdom to discern their unique
paths and grace to point them to You. Amen.



CHARACTER FORMATION

The Teacher's Heart

Matthew 12:34-35

“O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good
things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth
speaketh. A good man out of the good treasure of the heart
bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil
treasure bringeth forth evil things.”

Jesus' words remind us that our outward actions flow from our
inner condition. As teachers, we pour out from our hearts every
day—through our words, attitudes, and reactions. If we are not
abiding in Christ, we will inevitably run dry. The pressures of
grading, classroom management, and administrative demands
can leave us depleted. Yet, Jesus invites us to come to Him for
rest and renewal. This session challenges you to examine the
state of your heart. Are you teaching from a place of love,
patience, and humility, or from anxiety, pride, and exhaustion?
The good news is that God is gracious and willing to transform
us. As you spend time in Scripture and prayer, the Spirit
cultivates the fruit of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. These
qualities are not just for your personal life; they are essential
for effective teaching. Students can sense when a teacher
genuinely cares. When your heart is aligned with God's, your
words and actions will naturally reflect His love. This session
invites you to prioritize your own spiritual formation so that you
can be a vessel of grace to your students.



Put It Into Practice

Choose one fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) to focus
on this week. Before each class, pray that God would
grow this fruit in you and display it through you.

Reflect & Talk Together

1. What is the current condition of your heart? Are you
running on your own strength or on God's?

2. Which fruit of the Spirit do you most need in your
teaching context? Why?

3. How can you create space for abiding in Christ amidst
a busy schedule?

Prayer

Father, search my heart and reveal any areas that need
Your transforming grace. Fill me with Your Spirit so that
my words and actions may reflect Your love. Help me to
abide in Christ so that | may bear lasting fruit. Amen.



CLASSROOM PRACTICE

Wisdom for Instruction

Colossians 2:2-3

“That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in
love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding,
to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the
Father, and of Christ; In whom are hid all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge.”

In Christ are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge. This profound truth means that all truth is God's
truth. As you teach mathematics, literature, science, or history,
you are helping students uncover the treasures that find their
ultimate meaning in Christ. This does not mean forcing a
spiritual lesson into every subject, but rather recognizing that
all knowledge is interconnected and finds its coherence in Him.
When you teach with this perspective, you invite students to
see the world through a biblical worldview. They begin to
understand that the laws of nature reflect God's order, that the
beauty of language reflects His creativity, and that the
complexities of history reveal His providence. This session
encourages you to integrate faith and learning authentically.
Ask yourself: How does this lesson reveal something about
God's character, His creation, or His redemptive plan? Even in
seemingly secular subjects, there are opportunities to point
students to the One who is the source of all wisdom. As you
prepare your lessons, pray for wisdom to make these
connections naturally and gracefully, without being forced or
preachy.



Put It Into Practice

Take one lesson plan for the coming week and identify at
least one point where you can explicitly connect the
content to a biblical truth or worldview. Write it into your
plan.

Reflect & Talk Together

1. How can you help students see Christ as the source of
wisdom in your subject area?

2. What are some challenges you face in integrating faith
and learning?

3. How does recognizing Christ as the treasure of
wisdom change the way you view your curriculum?

Prayer

Lord Jesus, You are the fountain of all wisdom and
knowledge. Grant me insight to see how my subject
reveals Your truth. Help me to teach in a way that points
students to You, the source of all understanding. Amen.



STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS

Shepherding Hearts

John 10:14-15
“I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known
of mine. As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father:

and I lay down my life for the sheep.”

Jesus, the Good Shepherd, knows His sheep intimately and
lays down His life for them. As educators, we are called to
reflect this shepherd heart in our relationships with students.
This means truly knowing them—their strengths, struggles,
interests, and fears. It means being willing to sacrifice our own
comfort, time, and energy for their well-being. In a system that
often emphasizes standardized outcomes, we must not lose
sight of the individual. Each student is a unique person with a
story. When we take time to listen and understand, we
communicate that they are valuable. This is a powerful form of
Christian witness. Shepherding also involves guidance and
protection. We help students navigate academic challenges
and personal difficulties, pointing them to the ultimate
Shepherd who cares for their souls. This session challenges
you to evaluate the quality of your relationships with students.
Are you approachable? Do you know their names and
something about their lives? Are you willing to go the extra
mile? Reflect on how you can better imitate the Good
Shepherd in your daily interactions.



Put It Into Practice

This week, intentionally learn something new about three
students that is not academic. Use this knowledge to
connect with them personally, showing that you care
about them as individuals.

Reflect & Talk Together

1. How well do you know your students beyond their
academic performance?

2. In what ways can you 'lay down your life' for your
students in practical terms?
3. How does seeing yourself as a shepherd under the

Good Shepherd change your approach to discipline
and instruction?

Prayer

Jesus, my Good Shepherd, teach me to know my
students as You know me. Give me a heart of compassion
and a willingness to sacrifice for their good. Help me to
lead them gently and guide them in the way they should
go. Amen.



COMMUNITY AND COLLABORATION

The Body of Christ in Education

1 Corinthians 12:12-14

“For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the
members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is
Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body,
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free;
and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. For the body is

not one member, but many.”

Paul's analogy of the body reminds us that we are not isolated
individuals but part of a larger community. In a school,
teachers, administrators, staff, and parents form a body with
diverse gifts and roles. When we work together in unity, we
create an environment that reflects the beauty of Christ's body.
This session encourages you to see your colleagues as
partners in a shared mission, not competitors. Each person
brings unique strengths that complement one another. Perhaps
you are strong in lesson planning, while another excels in
counseling students. By valuing each other's contributions, we
can better serve the students and support one another.
Collaboration also involves bearing one another's burdens.
Teaching can be isolating, but when we share struggles and
pray for each other, we experience the encouragement of
Christian fellowship. This session invites you to consider how
you can foster a spirit of teamwork and mutual support in your
school. Are there opportunities to mentor a new teacher? Can
you share resources and ideas? How can you encourage your
colleagues in their walk with Christ?



Put It Into Practice

Reach out to a colleague this week with a word of
encouragement. If possible, pray with them or offer to help
with a specific need they have.

Reflect & Talk Together

1. How do you currently contribute to the unity and
effectiveness of your school community?

2. What gifts do you see in your colleagues that
complement your own?

3. In what ways can you bear the burdens of your fellow
educators?

Prayer

Father, thank You for placing me in a community of
educators. Help me to value the diversity of gifts among
my colleagues and to work together in unity. Teach me to
encourage and support others as we serve together for
Your glory. Amen.



ENDURANCE AND HOPE

Persevering in Hope

Galatians 6:9

“And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we
shall reap, if we faint not.”

Teaching is demanding, and it is easy to become weary. The
apostle Paul encourages us not to grow tired of doing good, for
we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. This promise is not
about immediate results but about the certainty of God's
faithfulness. In the daily grind of lesson plans, grading, and
classroom challenges, we may wonder if our efforts matter. But
God sees every act of love and every moment of patience. He
is at work in ways we cannot see. This session is about
endurance and hope. When you feel discouraged, remember
that your labor in the Lord is not in vain (1 Corinthians 15:58).
The harvest may come years later, perhaps when a former
student shares how you impacted their life. Ultimately, our
hope is not in visible outcomes but in the resurrection of Christ.
Because He lives, our work has eternal significance. This hope
sustains us. As you reflect on this session, consider what
practices help you persevere. Perhaps it is regular sabbath
rest, time in nature, or fellowship with other believers. Cling to
the promise that God will complete the good work He began in
you and in your students (Philippians 1:6).



Put It Into Practice

Identify one area of your teaching where you feel most
weary. Write a prayer of surrender, asking God to renew
your strength and to remind you of the eternal impact of
your work.

Reflect & Talk Together

1. What causes you to feel weary in your teaching?

2. How does the promise of a future harvest encourage
you to persevere?

3. What practical steps can you take to maintain your
hope and energy for the long haul?

Prayer

Lord, when | am weary, lift my eyes to You. Remind me
that my labor in You is not in vain. Renew my strength and
fill me with hope, knowing that You are faithful to complete
what You have started. Help me to persevere for Your
glory. Amen.



Continue Abiding

As you conclude this reflection guide, take a moment to thank
God for the privilege of teaching. Remember that your work is
not merely a job but a calling to participate in the formation of
young hearts and minds. Abide in Christ, for apart from Him
you can do nothing (John 15:5). Let His grace empower you to
teach with wisdom, shepherd with love, and persevere with
hope. May you be a reflection of the ultimate Teacher, Jesus
Christ, who came not to be served but to serve. Go forth with
the assurance that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. Amen.
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